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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Human freedom 589 600 593 6.01 608 643 6.02 590 587 580 577 5.90
Ranking 119 14 121 18 118 118 121 124 125 129 124 19
Economic freedom 6.58 6.96 6.98 6.99 6.97 7.04 713 7.05 7.06 6.98 7.31 7.39
Personal freedom 5.39 5.32 519 5.31 5.45 5.47 5.23 5.08 5.02 495 4.67 4.85
Rule of law 6.7 6.7 6.3 6.6 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.3 6.4 6.2 6.1 6.1
Procedural justice - - - - 61 61 6.6 4.8 5.4 51 51 -
Civil justice - - - - 6.0 6.0 5.9 6.8 6.8 6.8 6.5 -
Criminal justice - - - - 7.5 75 7.8 74 6.9 6.7 6.8 -
Rule of law (V-Dem) 5.2 5.2 5.0 5.1 5.2 B3 5.3 5.3 5.4 5.5 5.3 51
Security and safety 9.3 9.3 91 9.4 9.4 9.4 9.4 91 9.3 9.4 9.5 9.0
Homicide 9.6 9.6 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.9
Disappearances, conflicts, terrorism 9.0 9.0 8.3 9.0 9.0 9.0 91 8.4 8.9 8.9 9.2 81
Movement 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.5 6.5 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4 4.6 6.4
Freedom of movement (V-Dem) 6.1 6.1 61 6.1 6.3 6.3 6.2 6.2 6.2 6.2 5.8 6.1
Freedom of movement (CLD) 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 6.7 33 6.7
Religion 5.3 5.3 5.3 5.3 5.3 57 5.5 5.5 6.0 6.0 6.0 5.6
Freedom of religion 4.9 49 4.9 4.9 49 5.6 53 5.8 5.6 5.6 5.6 5.6
Religious organization repression 57 57 57 57 57 57 57 57 6.5 6.5 6.5 57
Association, assembly, civil society 2.0 2.0 17 17 241 2.0 14 1.4 1.6 1.6 1.4 17
Civil society entry and exit 3.4 34 21 21 27 21 1.6 1.6 21 1.6 1.6 1.6
Freedom of assembly 12 12 1.2 12 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.2
Freedom to form/run political parties 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.6 11
Civil society repression 23 23 23 23 3.2 3.2 15 1.5 1.8 25 23 29
Expression and information 5.0 4.5 4.6 4.8 51 5.0 4.6 4.3 3.0 2.6 2.6 2.6
Direct attacks on the press 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 87 87 10.0 10.0
Media and expression (V-Dem) 4.4 24 24 27 4.3 3.2 27 2.8 24 19 1.8 17
Media and expression (Freedom House) 39 35 37 47 47 4.2 35 3.0 25 0.0 0.0 0.0
Media and expression (BTI) 33 33 83 383 33 4.4 383 22 11 2.2 11 11
Media and expression (CLD) 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Relationships 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 25 25 25 25 25 25
Same-sex relationships 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Divorce 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Inheritance rights 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Female genital mutilation 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0 10.0

Note: BTI = Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Transformation Index; CLD = Civil Liberty Dataset; V-Dem = Varieties of Democracy. For the rule of law category, we use data from V-Dem for 2022 and

early years covered in our index for which our primary source does not provide data.
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